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Current Situation:

* No legal regulation on minimum training
requirement (local and overseas training)

* Even people with little or no formal
training can practice ‘Audiology’

* No formal requirement for using the title
‘Audiologist’
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Personnel involved in audiological
services .

® Audiologists (with postgraduate qualifications e.g. MSc.

Au.D) represented by Hong Kong Society of Audiology with >
90 members

o Audiological Technicians (with post-secondary

diploma) represented by Hong Kong Association of
Audiologists with about 20 members

 Health Care Assistants, Artisan &

Technicians (some with short term part-time training on
PTA)

» Sales personnel and managers
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We consider:

* Making audiology a registered profession
with formal requirement in training and
practice

* Making “Audiologist” an exclusive title for

registered individuals who fulfilled the
requirements
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Some of our possible options

1.  Including audiologist into the current allied health professional
regulatory system by amending Chapter 359 SUPPLEMENTARY
MEDICAL PROFESSIONS ORDINANCE (SMPO)

2. Creating a regulatory body solely for audiologists by proposing
AUDIOLOGISTS REGISTRATION ORDINANCE (ARO) via
Public Bill or Private Bill

3. Non-statutory Society Based Registration/Certification
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Amending SMPO/ Summiting ARO via Public Bill

Government bureau will be responsible for
drafting the law and submit to the Legco

Required active support from the government

Private Bill

-Hire lawyer to draft the bill, submit through a
_egco Member

High Cost: at least HK$400,000

Society based Registration

No control over non-HKSA members

Can be an excuse for government to delay
statutory regulation
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Discussion Forum on Registration 2/9/2009:

« Legco members Dr. KL Lee and representatives from ot
professional organizations (CP, ST, Optometrists and
Dietitians) shared their views on registration

«  Options explored and membersO opinions elicited.

« Keep liaising with Legco members Dr. KL Lee to explore
about amendment of Chapter 359 (SMPO).

« Liaised with HKSA legal advisor concerning the cost anc
other resources required for private bill
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Reply from Secretary of Food & Health
. Dated 21/10/2009

 Statutory regulation will be consider if malpractice
(iIncluding sub-standard practice) arise in a profession
would induce risk to the public.

« Higher priority would given to professions with more
members and having a larger proportion of practitioner
working in the private sector and having more frequent
contact with patients.

e The structure, composition and operation of the
Supplementary Medical Professions Council will be
reviewed. Inclusion of more professions will be
considered.
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Chapter 359 SMPO

 Ordinance currently governs the practice of
Medical Laboratory Technologist, Occupational
Therapist, Optometrist, Radiographer, and
Physiotherapist

e Council — 14 individuals, ? Practitioner

 Board for each profession — 1 Chairman, 2
doctors, 1 profession education, 5-8 practitioners
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SMPO Board for Individual
Profession

 Regqister
e (Code of Practice

« Disciplinary matters referred by Preliminary
Investigations Committee

— Board can impose sanction
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Info on reaistration cost for

Profession Optometrists oT PT Radiographers Medical
Laboratory
Technologists
No. of Members | ~ 1800 ~1035 ~1500 | ?7? ?7?
(incl.
provisional,
not formally
trained)
Registration $1155 $1155 $1155 | $1155 $1155
Fee
Annual Fee $395 $395 $395 $395 $395
Registration 1 Apr 1996 1 Oct 1990 | 1 Apr 1 Jul 1995 1 Oct 1990
commenced on: 1997
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Info on some other

Profession Certified Public
Accountants Social
Workers
No. of Members 10,000 14600
Registration Fee $2800 $500
Annual Fee $2350 $400
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Overseas Experiences
Canada:

« Certified by Canadian Association of Speech-
Language Pathologists & Audiologists (CASLPA)

« Grants clinical certification to those successfully
complete the clinical certification exam, and
maintain clinical certification status by accruing 45
continuing education equivalents (CEEs) over a 3-
year period.

e Clinical certification exam fees in Canada is C$395
(about HK$ 2844); Annual membership fee (for full
member) is C$249.42 (about HK$1796)
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Australia

« National registration in audiology is not yet
commence

« Audiology Australia has a CPD scheme and has
clear guidelines for initial membership and clinical
certification. The CPD scheme is compulsory and is
packaged with annual membership fees. Full
membership fee is now $A360 per year [about
$HK2340 at today's ratel.

« Membership of Audiology Australia is well accepted
by audiologists and by employers as the
benchmark for professional audiologists. It would
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USA

* Certification is granted by ASHA and an
audiologist can be members of both ASHA and
AAA

 alicense is needed from the state that you
work for to practice audiology. Different states
have different requirement and application
fees.

 CE (continuing education) is basically
mandatory for renewal of both certification and
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